The following Comments were received by Water Board staff on January 19,
2010:

Cecil Basenberg Water Board Form
Lynda Brothers Comment Letter
Bonita L. McConnell Water Board Form with Comments

o Water Board Form
Nancy Williams

McClure for Zelma L.
Williams




To:  CA Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region }"“”#){b""“i
14440 Civic Drive, Suite 200 _ : !
Victorville, CA 92392 . _ ' . i
ATTN: Brianna Bergen R AT

Comments TENTATIVE WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR NURSERY
PRODUCTS HAWES COMPOSTING FACILITY, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

X We concur with proposed requirements
5' We concur; comments attached

We do not concur; comments atiached

ﬁ /M@ﬁ | (Sign)

Ceeny, hhsenpeds (Type or print name)

{Organization)

(Address)

(City and State)

(Telephone)

California Environmental Protection Agency
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Lynda L. Brothers

LBrothersLaw

January 15, 2009 ’//-LQ“

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL, ORIGINAL US POSTAL SERVICE ;
! “1'99 ”:H—*ﬂ |
———
Brianna Bergen —%-_;M%;g
CA Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region i; T

14440 Civiz Driva, Suite 200 P
Victorville, CA 92392

Dear Ms. Bergen,

This letter is submitted on behalf of Nursery Products, LLC pursuant to the request for public
comment by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (RWQCB} on
tentative waste discharge requirements for the Nursery Products Hawes Composting Facility. As you
know, Nursery Products plans to operate a biosolids and green materials composting facility in San
Bernardino County, California. The Nursery Products project, known as the Hawes composting facility,
has undergone extensive environmental review, including legal chalfenges, and will represent a state of
the art bioselids compasting facility

As vou know, Nursery Products will be the permittee unier the Board Order No. R6V-2009
[Tentative] (Tentative Permit), dated December 22, 2009. As such, Nursery Products is providing a
number of comments that relate very specifically to certain operational issues that apparently were not
fuily considered in the preparation of the Tentative Permit. Flease see the letter submitted on
November 23, 2009 during the initial comment period. Nursery Products appreciates the changes to the
Tantative made 5oz result of the initial commant period, but:thi: latter is submitted kecausc o larze. .
number of important operational issues in that letter have not been addressed. And, as you will recall,
Nursery Products agreed for purposes of this Permit to regulation ¢f the facility under the California
Code of Regulations Title 27, even though certain questions arise as to the applicability thereof to this
project. As a result of that willing concession, Nursery Products expected that Lahontan would take
greater heed to the technical comments which are resubmitted with in this letter. Nursery Products
lcoks forward to continuing to work cooperatively with you and the R&WQCB staff.

The following comments are presented in lieu of a marked uw copy of the Tentative Permit. The
comments are presented in the same order as the referenced numiered sections of the Findings, Order
and Monitoring and Reporting Program, except the one item Lha'f i discussed with legal counsel are
presented as comment L.
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Lynda L. Brothers

[BrothersLaw

At the beginning of the Findings Section, we request the ad'c_iition of language making it clear
that the Findings are solely for the purpose of the Permit. We suggest the following:

The Findings and Definitions made in this Board Order No. R6V-2009 ~ [Tentative]
are solely for the purpose of this Order and do not apply and shall not be used for
any other regulatory or legal purposes. The Findings are made by the Water Board
based solely upon matters within their jurisdiction.

Please make the following changes to the Findings section.

1. In Paragraphs 7, 9, and anywhere else it is so used, please remove the word “stored”
and replace it with the word "located.” No storage of wastes will occur on the site.

2, In the Order, at Section V. A. entitled Financial Assurance Documents please remove “At

least 60 days” and begin the sentence with "Prior.” This change makes the Order consistent
with the findings in Paragraph 31 which requires financial assurance to be in place prior to
aperation.

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM PAGE 3 SECTION IIA1— SURFACE IMPOUNDMENT
MONITORING WASTEWATER.

The tentative monitoring and reporting program (MRP) states that the liquid in the surface
impoundments must be monitored quarterly and analyzed to determine the concentrations of
parameters described in Table 1 {Attachment A). The Report of Waste Discharge (ROWD) that
was submitted by Nursery Products intentionally did not include sampling of the liquid in the
surface impoundments. The surface impoundments are solely for the collection of rainwater
and rainwater runoff from the site and will be emptied of liquid regularly. Any water in the
retention hasing must be remeved within 30 days of incidance as o mitigation measure under
CEQA imposed by the County of San Bernardino. Since ail of the liquid will be removed regularly
and promptly, the requirement to sample such liquid is meaningless and impossible to fulfill
when the impoundments are dry. There will not be liquid to sample. Nursery Products
requests that this sampling requirement in the MRP be deleted. We note that remaval of this
requirement does nothing to lessen the protection to the environment or the waters of the
State of California because the absence of water to sample in the retention basins also means
the absence of water as a potential poilutant source. In the Tentative, this requirement persists
with a requirement that a report is still necessary. Submitting a report on this topic is a
meaningless exercise. Please delete this quarterly reporting requirement. At most it is
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LBrotherslaw’

reasonabie to include it as an annual requirement, if at the time of annual sampling water is
present.

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM PAGE 4 SECTION A4 — SURFACE tMPOUNDMENT
MONITORING SLUDGE.

The tentative MRP states that the sludge in the surface imr»mn‘ndmen%’% musi_ e sampled and
manitered annually and analyzed to determme the concemrations of. parame:ms ms:.mhed in

o1 .. % ¥ i’ a AR - = ey s ~ - .
chrgent Al Tho FOWD = :,.*-c;i b‘ lurzzry-Priductz intentionslly dio sst include

sampling of the 'siudge in the surface lmpoundments. The surface impoundments wili be
emptied of liquid within 30 days of incidence and it is highly unlikely that siudge will be present.
it is, it too will be removed. The suiface impounamenis are soiely for the collection of
rainwater and rainwater runcff from the site itself. The 30 day vemoval requirerieni was
iimposee by the County of San Bernarding as 2 mitigation measure under CEQA. Since all of the
sluc!fze wili be regularly and promptly removed, the recunement to sample such siudge is
mean'r'g.d:s and impassibie to fulfill,. There witl not be arv siudge to sample. Nisery Products
reqaesis That this s opling requirersient in the MPE he «:ie‘ﬂ"r‘iﬁ' e ”o‘m shat rerouas of rnig

recpurement does nothing to lessen the orotection o the to\mu...nu.u f- rhc ..fmm o1 ihe

i Lhe refention. ma;-n' aiss mears

Wl

wale 'n" Califurma b-cause the ansenm of smuc'ﬂ o sam;:-ifJ
tne absence ofs!udae asa po[luta-nt saurm See Comment i abuv.e _

WER RFQUIREN]FNTS PAGE 17 SECTIGN D — LEAK DETECTION i-VIONITORiNC SU"\/!]’-’S &
M INITC"“INr AND REPORTINC PROGRAM PAGE4 :JE"TEON -3- LEAK DET':C*iCl\. f\/IO"JITORING

,‘,,.nn-

Both r-;f-zrf:'nced sections require Nurswry Protlucts LC‘ ﬂﬂnual.y test
Moniiaring Suraws [LDMS) in order 1o demu:strate :a aper me'au"n.

ot ,u-n,:
5 }, _,.,4 e

u;.—_rnjl‘—u e ni) vl L1eaom ‘figsed systems. T-"is nm =t'o=‘| r-.'apjsed 0 rhe Perput is tw*a.f:au‘
apahﬂ“-__ to & le h ate CoHr-‘ctm and Re*no\ial Sysiemn {L,nS} ana not ic 2 DM Mrrsery
’“'n"*l'“*s. "cf:,u t vat the annL.a- Iaak uetcc’r!on test 1eGuirement Pe removed

sections. The LDMS wiit be moritored weekly per the conditions of the MRP.
‘WJN'”C'R NG MJ REPORTING PROGRAN PAGE 5 StC Cr ;_,_-_-: WA 'TE M LE ’\"ONITGR NC

i'r'?v -M'li' states that the discharger must roliect bazkground 2ate of the native engiiteared fill
marerla_{_‘,_,r the monitering parameters and constituents of concern listed in Table 3

L 3 -t N f - ] - —pE .
(Ariachment £} arior to the consiruction of the romposting pad. Nursery Froducls will coitect

(¥}
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saimples across the waste pile area and composite ali of the samples togetner to characierize
the s0il below the waste pije, -

MONITQRING AND REPORTING PROGRAN PAGE 5 SECTION B — WASTE PILE MON; TORING

The MRP requirement for monitoring of tne waste pile is inconsistent with the ROWD submitted

U»/ Nursery Products  The MRP reguires that ar:nuaily g minisnum of ten soil samples from

apnreved locstions within the waste pile must ke collected 2t six-inch intervais to depth of 1.5
fesl a0l e saidipies colleaisd oo e Sl Defashoand w5 fobl intshvel bu sedt 26 the
lahoratory for analyses to determine the concentrations ef monitoring paraf‘neters in Table 3
tattachment Cj. The ROWD stated that » samnple be collecied only at the 6-inciv.and 1-foot.
deaths and lhe:.e mmples will He aralyzed for arsenic, copper, leac, mer\.dry, moubdenum
I'ii’:!-.EE‘ catenium, zinc, nitrats, and phozphorus. The ROWD then stated that the results will he
compared, to the ie»elb fisted in AG.CFR 503.13, Tahle 1 The MRP reguires that Nursery
Progests iest for mapy more psranwtﬂn than were ;:’apcsed in the ROWLD, Nursery Procdcts
FEUes its iiat the sanpling parameten in the MRP B roial snenn with the "”VD asd that all

swier parameters e ramoved. The reguirements in the Tanrative do not _r_':-nstr-;zﬂrte sound

reg .mn_nrn,/ pmruc.: as they reguive FACESSIVE 3871 Jing of '..--i;—ur.ni para-n"tr-'l.{; nciading
NGEEToLS ﬂxtrﬁme!" EXPENSIVE compomdr highly unlikely "'E Iorat‘:, at t':e raciity, Nursery
Pi'odurt requests that Lahontar actually think about the u«ew sr_e:mrlus raihm 'th:lr'l recjiire

t“:rll'lg fm unlikely, expensive parameters. These reqwrements do_not provide anv added

: rnwnnnrﬂ.ental protection. * At LhE vew 'east ‘the fol!owmg parametere shoulu be rermvnd

vclau[e urgan'" Lqmpoundss Semi-Volarile Organic Compounds Organocnlonne Pe-ttuoes
qunnuhusphnrus Deshmdes Chlormaled Herb;. ides, and T.tle 22 meials

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM ATTACHMENT C ~ S_Oif.j\:}DNi"!f_DRiNG
b.&ﬁ_ﬁ.ﬁ.f'i“bﬁ,_and tctal hardness ars :'efete'nced for soil monitoring and ars v-/m catiby not

apeiicabis for snil. Nursery Produrts requests these canstituenis be removed from the 50l

maitilnring proagian.
W:)H PE"U!REMtNTS PAGE 3 - DESCRIPTION OF THE "URFACE IRPDUNDMENTS.
Tlge s_ect:"or. radbires that.proc'ess wastewater géneraied prin\é;_r!iy asa rasult of the composting

nrocess must be disposed to Class Il surface impoundmenis: Nursery Products requests thai this
statemant be deleted because stormwater is addressed pravicusly in the section and there will
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not be collectible process wastewater. The provision is misleading and incorporates an
inaccuraie portrait of the comipost process. - - -

Thank you very much foryour attention to these comments. (If you have any guestions ahout

the intzipretation or meaning of these comments please cal! or send electronic message to Chris Senay

Sincarely yours,

ynda grothers
LBrotherstaw

ce Chris Seney, Nurserv Products
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R, Glenn Mclonnell
Bonita L. N nell
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Califormnia memﬁ Water Quality = @Mﬁ ol Board

Lahontan Region

Linda §. Adams Victorville Office
Secretary for 14440 Civic Drive, Svite 200, Victorville, California 92392 Arnold Sehwarzencgger
Environmental Profection (760) 241-6583 = Fax (760) 241-7308 avarnar

hitp:/fwww.swreb.ca.gov/iwigche

December 22, 2009
To Attached Mailing List
WDID NO. 6B3609203006

TENTATIVE WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR NURSERY PRODUCTS
HAWES COMPOSTING FACILITY, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

Enclosed are teniative Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for the above subject.

The California Regional Water Quality Contro! Board requests that you review the
enclosed documents and provide us with your written comments no later than
January 18, 2010. Comments received after that date cannot be given full
consideration in preparation of the recommended Board Order to be presented to the
Regional Board for adoption at the meeting scheduled for March 10 and 11, 2010.

If you need further information, please contact me at (760) 241-73086.
Sincerely,

(o FH LS

Rebecca Phillips
Office Technician

Enclosures: Tentative Board Order
Comment form

cc. Mailing List
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California Environmental Protection Agency
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To:  CA Regional Water Quality Control Board, L.ahontan Region
14440 Civic Drive, Suite 200
Victorville, CA 92392
ATTN: Brianna Bergen

Comments TENTATIVE WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR NURSERY
PRODUCTS HAWES COMPOSTING FACILITY, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

We concur with proposed requirements
We concur; comments attached
\/ We do not concur; comments attached

K%@z; - Z < %,ﬁ/ (Sign)

— 3 .
Lonsrm L1 = (QA/A/EJ.«J._ (Type or print name)

/p LoFeEriy ﬂ&)ﬂﬁf AP PTRIeEART /'/.44:/%:’5 5/2" (Organization)

(Address)

(City and State)

(Telephone)

California Environmental Profection Agency
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